
NEWSLETTER 

This newsletter informs project participants 
and interested parties about the current sta-
tus of school enrolment. We hit the first top 
of the mountain as meanwhile more than 
250 schools are displayed on www.schools
500reformation.net. The following table 
shows how the different countries and con-
tinents contribute to this number. 
 

 

Dear participants in the project 
schools500reformation, 
dear readers! 

 

September 2014 

AMERICA EUROPE AFRICA AUSTRALIA/ 
OCEANIA 

ASIA 

Aruba (1) 
Brazil (13) 
Argentina (1) 
 

Germany (57) 
United Kingdom (2) 
Hungary (10) 
Slovakia (2) 
Austria (1) 
The Netherlands (19) 

Cameroon (21) 
Ghana (15) 
Rwanda (34) 
Tanzania (9) 
Uganda (2) 
DR of the Congo (68) 

New Zealand (1) We are very 
looking for-
ward to 

Protestant 
schools in 
Asia taking 
part in 

schools500 
reformation 

soon. 
 

Multilingual certificate of participation 
schools500reformation 
A warm welcome! Bienvenue! Herzlich 
willkommen! All participating schools will 
receive a uniform, intentionally multilingual 
drafted certificate of participation signed by 
the project chairperson Rev. Birgit Sendler-
Koschel. 

 
 
 

Bienvenidos! - Most recently the homepage 
has been extended to the Spanish language 
version. - Our project is in motion ... 

Blogs on www.schools500reformation.net 

 

Please send texts or photos for blogs to: 
editors@schools500reformation.net  

2014-09-04 
On Wednesday, 30 April students of the 8

th
 class 

were enthralled by African drum rhythm and 
gospel singing of nine participants of the tree 
planting project in Tanzania. They were wel-
comed in our school at a prayer ceremony with 
African songs. 

Our African visitors lead by headteacher of the 
Girl School Sofia Kanyamwenge, twin school to 
Birger-Forell-Realschule (secondary middle 
school) in Espelkamp, are from Bweranyange, 
diocese of Karagwe in …  
 
Read more  

256 
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Emblem / Campaign: 
“On the way with the logo of schools500reformation” 

Parallel to the Football World Cup 2014, we 
launched the campaign "On the way with the 
logo of schools500reformation" referring to the 
slogan of FIFA: 'All in one rhythm':  

 

" ... Even our global project schools500-
reformation is based on a common rhythm, the 
spirit of Protestantism and the celebration of 
500 years of Reformation. In reference to this 
focus and this perspective, Protestant schools 
of different denominations and different con-
texts network at local and global levels. The 
project logo shows the fruit tree whose trunk 
forms a cross as a symbol of hope. - We invite 
you to accompany the logo on its travels and to 
marvel at in which countries and continents and 
at what schools it can be discovered. ... " 

The teaching material on the Reformation Day 

in 2014 relates to the didactic element "putting 

down roots - bearing fruit". In reference to the 

annual theme "Rediscover roots in Reformation 

worldwide" you are invited to listen attentively, 

to discover key aspects of the Reformation his-

tory and to revive Reformation songs in a con-

temporary manner. As in the entire project, 

there is a strong emphasis on experiencing the 

diversity of the Protestant faith in today's 

world. 

We offer ideas for working and dealing with 
Reformation songs and invite at the same time 
to create a new Reformation song. Such a re-
creation we have already received from Ghana. 
It was composed at the occasion of the regional 
conference in this country and bears the fol-
lowing dedication: "To: All Reformed churches in 
the world; in celebration of 500 years of Refor-
mation". 

Reformation Day 2014: “Join in and sing along!” 

We have received the first responses to our 
logo campaign: 

On www.schools500reformation.net we pre-
sent currently, how and where our project 
logo is used in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. - Click on "Presentations" and get a 
true picture! 

 

In this spirit, we invite you to download the 
text and melody (English version) and to en-
joy an original audio recording from Ghana, 
which will be available in preparation for the 
Reformation day on our project homepage. 
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At this school in turn, the secondary is divided 
into two parts: the common core curriculum of 
three years and the level of elective courses 
that also lasts three years.  
 

Office of the head teacher and staff room  
 

As the school consists of three very different 
levels they were not established simultane-
ously. The primary school is located on this hill 
since 1982.  

 
The school is located on the right mountain peak.  

In 2007, the secondary level was established 

under the title Ecole Secondaire Inferieure

(secondary level I). For three years, the stu-

dents had to complete the common core cur-

riculum. They came to school in the morning 

and went back home in the evening. They re-

ceived lunch at school in order to withstand 

even throughout the afternoon.  

In 2009, the schools on this compound have 

been expanded, as many children who previ-

ously couldn't got to good schools because of 

their poverty were obliged to attend the sec-

ondary level.  

Because of these circumstances, lunch for the 

children which was funded by the government 

was abolished. Therefore, the class hencefor-

ward began at 7:30 in the morning and ended 

at 3:00 in the afternoon.  

In this newsletter issue, we present a closer 
look at the "Groupe scolaire Karengera-Gitwa". 
The leader of the group, Mr. Barekayo, sent us 
the following school description and photos: 
The school complex Karengera-Gitwa in Giseke 
(Rwanda, Western Province, District Nyam-
asheke, Kirimbi sector, community Muhoro) im-
plements the policy of the government of 
Rwanda. It provides twelve years of elementary 
education (12YBE: Twelve Year Basic Education). 
  

 
The head of the Groupe scolaire Karengera-Gitwa, 

Mr. Barekayo 

 

The basic principle of this policy is to exhaust 
all possibilities in order to enable each child of 
school age to attend school until the completion 
of secondary school. This policy was started in 
January 2009 and received with open arms as, 
prior to this, children of poor families couldn't 
obtain school education.  
 
The school complex Karengera-Gitwa is charac-
terized by a system of three levels: the pre-
school level which is not yet sufficiently estab-
lished, the entire primary school level compris-
ing class one to six which students can com-
plete by a national exam in order to be admitted
to secondary school.  
 

 
Lesson at secondary school 

 

schools500reformation presents: Groupe scolaire Karengera-Gitwa 
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Contact: 
www.schools500reformation.net 

editors@schools500reformation.net 

After a thorough investigation of school per-
formances the government found out that the 
schools do not obtain good results so long as 
the students had to learn with an empty stom-
ach. Therefore, in early July 2014 the Rwandan 
government demanded that all children should 
have lunch at school. But who should care for 
lunch? The government or the parents?  
 
The Rwandan government couldn't guarantee 
food for all children of this section of public 
education. Therefore, the parents had to be 
obliged to fully provide food for their children. 
For the children from poor families benefactors 
are called on to respond to this situation.  
 
As already mentioned, the school complex Ka-
rengera-Gitwa is one of the schools that imple-
ments this setting. The results achieved by the 
pupils during the past years are neither very 
satisfying nor do they correspond to the aver-
age. Despite the unfortunate circumstances of 
the school the teachers try hard to work very 
determined.  
 
The following table shows the number of stu-
dents of each grade:  
 

GRADE BOYS GIRLS TOTAL 

Preschool 19 18 37 

Primary Level 
(P1-P6) Total 

232 251 483 

Secondary Level 
(S1-S6) Total 

273 366 639 

 

 

The school complex Karengera-Gitwa employs a 

total of 37 employees. At the preschool grade 

works one person, at the primary level five 

women and five men. 10 women and 16 men are 

employed for the secondary grade. Among 

them there is a strong team spirit which is a 

good basis for helping students to achieve de-

cent results despite the poor working condi-

tions. They are trying to use the mini-library of 

the school and to introduce the students to 

handiwork.  

The employees of the secondary grade 

The preschool children continue to drink milk of
a cow that was raised for them.  

 
The "school-cow" and her calf for preschool children 

 “Let us join hands for 
schools500reformation!” 
 

Dies wünscht 
mit herzlichen Grüßen 
das gesamte Projekt-Team 
 

 

A warm thank to Mr. Barekayo and his staff for 
this fascinating report. Kind greetings and 
wishes from the entire project team! 

Best wishes from the project 
team of schools500reformation 


